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REPORT BY THE FHS PRESIDENT

We are now o another year for the Pitsylvania Histoncal Society. Looking
back 1 wish to express appreciation Lo the many persons who helped w make
1994 g successful year,

Of wourse Qe officers and directors have been the main stay of the Society -
glong with the nearly six hundred members. Our treasurer Ivelle Saunders has
dome a fantastic job in keeping up with the finances, She reports the PHS is well
in the black.

Ln spite of surgery last year, Jeannette Brown remained active in keeping the
membership records up o date. She says our society is now represcnted in 38
states, the D} and in England.

Susan Worley who doubles as a reporter for the Star-Tribune and
corresponding secretary for the PHS, also handles the book orders. She says she
is swprised how many book orders she receives.

The PHS sponsored "Callands Festival" wag a geeal success, thanks o
direction of Mack Doss, with the 1994 {October 1) event attracting aver 12,000,
The PHS Vice-President Frances Hurt directed the "Chrstmas in Colonial
Chatham celebration in another great holiday affair...probably the best ever.

We had two PHS members to come gut with books in 1994, Helen Melton,
writing under the pen name of Kenyon MoCann, ig the author of an exciting
historical novel, "Ride Inwg Darkness." April Miller published her book "Shelton
Country,” all about the county's larges: family.

I'm thankful for the wonderful support from Henry and Patricia Mitchell,
Herman Melwon and Paula Bryant with The Packet.

The contributions to the PHS last year were fanpastic with many individuals
ppening their purses and hearis in support of this society. Dorothy Dean Harris,
head of the solicitation committes, saye over $1,200 in individual contributons
were received.

[ want to 2]l that Wooding Hall, 29-vear-cld citizen, walked to my home 1o
make a gift of 2 relic thal came from JW. Marks & Co., Chatham's long
forgotten clothing store. Mre, William Herndon of Brookneal also made a gifil of
a rehie from the old Viccellio Brother Co. of the horse and buggy age.

Since T am rounding out four years a3 FHS President, I am hoping to tum this
pusilion wver w ancther in 1985 - w bring in fresh new programs and ideas,

- By PBM

PAINTING EXHIBIT AT FEB. 20 MEETING |

The next meeting of the Pittsylvania Historical Society will be Monday |
night February 20 at 7:30 p.m, im the vld 1813 Clerk's Office, back of the |
towil office building. (Come and see the new beautiful light fixtures that |

have just been imstalled.)
The. program for the February 20 meeting may be somewhat of a
change of pace. Your PHS President will exhiblt his water color paint-

ings of historical landmarks, and he will relate the background and tell
the story that goes with each painting. Everyone ks invited.

*THE PACKET" -~ Faublished by the
PITTSYLVANLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Whiskey Production Was Big Business
Censuses Over Years Trace

Industries In Pittsylvania

By Herman Melton

The ink was barely dry on the raified U.S. Constitution in 1789 when the
newly formed government set about conforming 1o Article 1. Se¢. 2 which
ordered an immediate enumeration.

As in modern times, first and foremost was the matter of representation and
direct taxes which "shall be determined by adding to the wholz number of free
persons, including those bound 1o service for a time of years, and excluding
Indians not taxed, three-fifths all other persons.”

The enumeration was to begin August 1, 1790, Thus came into being the
First U.5. Census. It included only the names of the head of each household, the
number and sex of cach person residing there and the number of slaves,

The Census of 1790 was far from complete, Frontier roads were liltle more
than trails, bridges were non-existent and transportation was of the most
primitive kind. Morepver, most early Pittsylvanians were like their American
counterparts everywhere, they harboured a natural suspicion of Federals
{especially prying enumerators) and resented their intrusion on the scene.

To the settler, it meant inclusion on a tax list, polential military conscripticn
or exposura of "moanshining activities.” To hide from census takers was a
common practice on the frontier.

To further complicate enumeration problems for posterity, the Brilish troops
who burned Washington during the War of 1812, included portions of the official
Virginia Censuses of 1790, 1800 and 1810 in the carnage. Fortunately,
Pittsylvania's are more complete than some. The enumerators provide the
modern goncalogist with valuable information,

There were 11,579 perscns counted on that first one and growth was relatively
slow for the next dzcade when the number reached 12,697 for a gain of nine
percent, By the time of the Third Censug of 1810, the figures made a quantum
leap to 17,172 or an increase of 27 percent for the decade.

Aclually, the population of the TS5, nearly doubled from 1790 w 1820, By
the time of the Civil War, it had almost tripled.

The Eleventh Congress of 1809 was the first 0 fund an inventory of the
natcen's industey. It was condocted during the Third Census (1810) by the
Treasury Department under the title of "Iloventory of Manufacturers.” The
industrial census was given meaning by Amecrica's first political economist,
Tench Coxe of Philadelphia, who analyzed iis findings. County by county, the
various industries were cnumerated,

Like all prior censusas, Pitsylvania’s was incomplete. Nevertheless, some
interesting figures on industrial production in the county in 1810 come 1o light.
Raw matenals used included comon, wool, hemp, flax, animal hides and of
course - leaf bacco,

The county produced 18 bales of cotton and wove 179.606 yards of cotlon
goads on the 996 family looms that year.

From thiz came 13,963 pairs of stockings for example, Two hat factories (one
of which was at old Peywnsburg) produced 1759 hats worth $7,036. Five
tanneries processed 2510 hides worth $6,275. The hides found their way into




113,428 pairs of shoes, boots and slippers, A portion of the leather was used by
saddbers who produced $5,776 worth of saddles,

Sixty legal distillers produced 76,283 gallons of spirits warth $70,769.
Dollarwise as far as production was concerned, this was Pittsylvania County’s
largest industry in 1810, When one considers the likelihood that scveral times
that number of illegal "moonshiners” were active, total alcohol production in the
county in 1310 becomes mind-bogzgling.

Other Pittsylvania industrial output in 1810 included 750 pounds of
gunpowder. One can romanticize that some of it was fired by American roops in
the War of 181Z. Sadly, the county had only rwo whacco factories according o
the Third Census. The two processed only 14,830 pounds of leaf out of the
61:.4::}_5,?1".' pounds produced on county farms in 1810, That was 1o change very
shortly.

The Fourth Census of 1820 was under the supervision of Thomas Wooding of
"Litle Cherrystone.” His enumerators found fifty blacksmith shops that
employed 102 people who produced $19.000 worth of finished metal goods.
Owners incloded names such as Nowlin, Wooding, Wilson, Fitzgerald,
Blankenship, Hairston, Hall, Law, Davis, Terry, Curtice, Vaughan, Aron,
Anderson, Wilkinson, Ward, Coles, Wyatt and Cryder.

Tobacco was coming into its own finally, and 75,000 pounds of leal wers
processed. The inventery found dnsmiths, silversmiths and wheelwrights among
others, but again, in dollar value, whiskey constituted the county's largest
industrial production. A certainty that emerged from the Fourth Census was that
Fittsylvama County's economy remained agranian in nature,

The Seventh Census {taken in 1850, when whe county had roughly 29,000
people) showed an enarmous increase in industrial production. This enumeration
showed 7 tanneries, 42 tobacco factories (an enommous increass), 3 shoemakers,
3 whaelwrights, 2 tinners, 3 saddlers. 21 water-powered grist mills, 16 sawmills,
11 blagksmith shops and assored establishmenis.

Mot listed in the inventory for some incxplicable reason, but present
nevertheless, was the giant textils mill founded in Danville 22 years earlier. It
was later to become known as Dan River Mills,

Whereas the early inventories of industry weres incomplete, they served as a
gange of industrial production, Their increases, year after year, follow a amilar
increass in population,

They constilute an imporiant portor of Pidsylvania's carly history and by
following them through the Twelfth Census (1900} one can race the path of the
county as it evolved from an agrarian society into an industrial one.

(ER NS

Nore: The above is excerpted from the book: Picks, Tracks & Balteaux

by Mr. Melton. fi is available through the Sociery for 313,
IET Y
ANCESTOR FAIR IN ARKANSAS JULY 21-22

Plans are undzrway for the sacond "Four Comers Ancestors Fair™ o be held
Tuly 21-22, 1995 ai Springdale, Arkansas 1o be held at the Holiday Inn in
norhwest Arkansas. 1L will foature genealogical workshops, social events with
special consultants on hand, For brochures write: 4 Comers, 509 W. Spring St.,
Fayettesville, AR 72701 {send sclf-addressed stamped envelope) ar phone Amn
Sogg (501)-521.2020.



Harking Back To Good Ole Dazes
Chatham's Wild Oats, Also

Corn, Rye and 10 Barrooms

By Frances Hallam Hurt

Would you be surprised to learn that Mother Teresa sowed some wild oats?

How gbout demure, ladylike linde Chatham?

Mother Teresa didn't; Chatham did.

Somea 50 years ago two venerable gentlemen, long since departad, described the
days in the 1880s when liquor flowed free on Main Street in 10 barrooms. It
didn't flow exactly free. Com malt liquor sold for $1 a gallun and sweet mash
ligquer, or com drippings, for 75 cents,

The sources for these revelations were the late J. Hurt Whitehead, banker, and
Peyton Henry Jones, lamplighter. The wvillage of 600 which they conjured
berween them could doubls for a Hollywood western, complete with dint strects,
plank sidewalks and short-lived oil street lamps -- short-lived because they were
always petting shot oul.

In all fairness to the old Chathamites, it must be stated that they didn't support
10 barrooms alone. As the county seat of Pinsylvania, Chatham was the vortex
of the slow current of rral life, Once each month, however, the slow carrent
reached flood tde. This was on Third Menday, or court day, when county folks
poursd in 10 tum the place into a rictous free-for-all, All women and children
stayed home.

As early as Saterday night, horse raders with long strings of horses, farmers
with loaded wagons and drummers with samples would {ilier into town over
rivers of dust or rivers of mud on Main Streat, as the case might be. By Monday
morming the village was swollen with life,

The drummers were showing their wares at the old Carter Howel {now
American General Finance) in the ground floor rooms epening onto the side
streel. The farmers hitched their wagons o barter at the stores. The horse traders
were racing their mounts up and down the lane between the Tredway house
(Town Hall} and Col. Hargrave's (Wenon}, turning what 15 now Center Sireet
ino a horse fair, The barrooms were filled. Men clogped the wooden sidewalks
and the courthouse steps.

Drinking at this period scems to have been 2 sober undertaking with no fol-de-
rols or flourishes, Of the 10 barrooms, eight were in conjunclion with general
stores, the proprietors tapping barrels of 'lasses and barrels of whiskey with an
even hand, These bars were usually set up along one side of the store, much asa
soda fountain wag laier. The two all-out saloens had sawdust on the floor and a
few tables and chairs, but that was all. The contrast with today's inducements 1o
drink make them seem refreshingly honest, like any undertaker doing business
with boxes and a spade,

The refreshment line-up aronnd 1885 went like this: On the site of the
Masonic Building (Tune and Taoler) Lyle Johnson's general store and bar; at the
site of the Reynolds Building, 5.5. Spruce's general store and bar; next door was
C.G. Sour's general store and bar, the handsome mahogany mirror from which
went to a grandson, Jesse Sours; next, on the site of the Chamber of Commerce,
a full-fledged saloon run by J.B. (Rocock) Mitchell; on the site of American
General Finance, the barrgom of Carter's Hotel owned by Jimmy Carter; on the




site of Chatham's Square, John E, Lanier’s general store and bar; on the site of
Nations Bank, Dr. (a title of respect, not profession) George T. Johnson's
general store and bar; in the same block, Charlie Wylie's saloon plus billiard
whbles: around on Reid Street, M. Bolanz' bar in the basement of his home, and
finally and inevitably, the Last Chance, cperated at the depot by W.E. Goulsby.

It is of interest to note that the boys of the '80s liked their liquor straight --
rye, brandy and com, According o the aged reportcrs, a great quantity of cherry
bounce was also consumed although it's hard 10 know who drank it, inspired by
General Nathanael Greens a hundred years before.

In the beginning, not much liquor was produced locally, then Mr. Bolanz
started a winery, producing excellent wine. Impromptu distilleries followed,
stepping up corn production sharply. Two of the disilleries were imposing
businesses, one belonging (o the Jim May family oul near Clarkstown and the
other belonging to Hutch Pigg out near Dry Fork. The latter, said to be one of
the largest in the statc, was stcam operated employing a dozen people.

These distilleries are remembered tenderly by many an old party, it was said,
They claim they haven't had a real drink since the government started to meddle.
As for ABC liquar, they'll tell you it's a snare and a delusion...no hope for a
high.

The tipplers of the '80s had no such complaint. Although most of the drinking
brought on nothing worse than roughhousing, it also resulted in fights and even
o murder. Tempers seem to have been as potent as the whiskey. In one barroom
drama a man called another "a New York dude.” He seems 1o have been in emor.
His opinion was altered by a knock-down and drag-out resulting in serious
injury.

One of the most startling episodes of Chatham's bar-fly days happened in
1883, It was Christmas Day, but a linde 100 slow for the young bucks. They
declared it Ragamuffin Day, and took off, Mr, Whitehead remembered it all as a
litle boy pressed out of harm's way against the courthouse wall,

Around 9 or 10 in the moming, these gay blades came charging down Main
Street on horscback, firng into the air. They were dressed "all slapperiy-dash,” as
W, Whilehead said, and wearing scare faces. They jumped off their horscs,
whooping and hollering, for their first drinks, then set about racing up and down
Main Streat. At first the racing was in aarnest, but 30 was the drinking. By noon
the Ragamuffins were doing well to sit their horses. In a final spurt of bravado,
one gent rode his horse into Dr. Johnson's szloon like a King of the Wild West
and quaffed his whiskey at the bar. The effect was considerably marred as he rode
out the door he fell off his horse,

On this same rowdy day, another Kagamuffin rode a bull into Bocock
Mitchell's saloon, but he didn't cut a very dashing figure. The bull was as meek
as Moses. By 3 o'clock all the Ragamulffins had passed out, and the mud-rutted
strect lay quiet in the cold light of the Christmas afternoon,

The wwn eventually got enough of drinking and horseplay, especially one
¢itizen who had scoffed at the idea that the town would ever have running waler.
On the great occasion when the walter was tumed on, the pood cle boys hauled
the man ow of bed and stuck him under a pump. "Proper Talkin' John" held the
raditicnal view of injured innocence when the law nabbed him. He had been
drunk and disorderly all moming, then slept it off. When the law arrcsted him in
the afternoon, he protested properly, "Isn't it rather ke in the aflernoon w bring
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